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SUBJ: ABORTIVE COUP: NEED FOR PUBLICITY GUIDANCE 

RE STAND-HINTON TELCON JUNE 18 

1. MY ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION REGARDING ZAIRIAN INTENTIONS 
TO PUBLICIZE THEIR REQUEST FOR MY DEPARTURE SEEMS 
CONFIRMED BY FACT THAT TODAY'S PRESS IS STILL QUIET. 

HOWEVER, IT WILL BE DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO 

PUT TOGETHER CONVINCING STORY EXPLAINING POST-HASTE 
DEPARTURE OF MYSELF, FAMILY, AND PACKING HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS. 
IN SHORT, PEOPLE ARE BOUND TO FIND OUT, HOWEVER HARD I 
TRY TO KEEP MATTER QUIET. PRESENCE HERE OF TOM JOHNSON 
OF NEW YORK TIMES ADDS ANOTHER ELEMENT. 

2. WHILE I AM NOT AWARE OF CONSIDERATIONS LYING 
BEHIND STRATEGY DEPARTMENT MAY BE EVOLVING, IT SEEMS 
TO ME THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR NEWS TO BE MADE PUBLIC 
DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING THAN FOR THERE TO BE LEAK. 

3. IN ANY CASE, I NEED GUIDANCE URGENTLY ON WHAT DEPART- 
MENT WISHES ME TO SAY TO FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES. 

PENDING RECEIPT DEPARTMENT S VIEWS, I'LL TRY KEEP LID ON 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BUT YOU MUST RECOGNIZE THAT I AM, OF COURSE, 
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PROCEEDING TO MAKE DEPARTURE ARRANGEMENTS. 
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